Frequently Asked Questions for:

Poets on the Coast: A Writing Retreat for Women 

     with Kelli Russell Agodon & Susan Rich
Friday, September 7 through Sunday, September 9, 2012

at the Sylvia Beach Hotel located on historic Nye Beach 

in Newport, Oregon

1. How do I book my room for Poets at the Coast?

Booking a room at the Sylvia Beach Hotel is easy. You can contact Charlotte at 1-888-795-8422  and tell her you are part of the Poets on the Coast retreat.  To find out their rates & the literary-themed rooms that are available, visit their website at: http://www.sylviabeachhotel.com/  

 

 

2.  Do I need to stay overnight at the Sylvia Beach Hotel to attend the conference?

 

If you would prefer to commute to the retreat and stay elsewhere in the area that is fine, too.

3. How do I sign-up for the actual retreat?

 

Great! So glad you’re coming.  You can mail us a check and registration form to: Poets on the Coast c/o Kelli Russell Agodon, PO Box 1524, Kingston, WA 98346 Checks can be made out to: Kelli Agodon.
Or if you prefer PayPal, visit our webpage:

 http://agodon.com/poets-on-the-coast.html  And email the registration form and email it to poetsonthecoast@yahoo.com .

 
The REGISTATION FORM is at the end of this document.

4.  Do I save money if I sign-up early?

Yes, we do offer benefits for early registration.  Here are the costs & dates for reduced rates and a free literary journal subscription if you sign up for the retreat early:

( $273 (by Feb. 14, 2012; includes a gift subscription to Crab Creek Review)  

( $299  (by April 15, 2012; includes one issue of Crab Creek Review)

( $319 (by May 31, 2012; includes one issue of Crab Creek Review)

( $349 (by July 30, 2012)

5.  Can I stay longer than Friday and Saturday night?

Yes. Our retreat will wrap-up Sunday afternoon, but you are welcome to stay an extra night or two if that would be easier on your schedule or if you would like to extend your writing retreat.  

6.  How will meals be handled?

On Saturday night, we are having a group dinner at the Sylvia Beach Hotel you are welcome to attend for $23.50 per person, which includes appetizers through dessert with coffee or tea.

If you stay at the Sylvia Beach Hotel, breakfast is included with the room rate and served between 8:30 and 10 a.m.  

Lunch will be on your own so you can have a few minutes to yourself and/or to write.  The Sylvia Beach Hotel is situated by many small cafes and restaurants, so there are many places you can walk to from the hotel.
7.  Can I get my own room or do I have to share with someone?

That is completely up to you.  Some participants may choose to share a room to save money or have extra time with a friend, but you may also want your own room for quiet writing time.  It’s completely up to you.

8.  I think this would be a great weekend for my writing group, can we all sign up and come together?  

Yes, we welcome writing groups and time will be provided for writing on your own or with your group.

9. Can my husband come with me and attend conference sessions?

Spouses are most welcome to join us for dinner on Saturday and for optional breakfasts. The hotel is open to all. Of course, our workshops are open only to those that register for the conference. No guests in the workshops – guests are encouraged, however, to attend the open mike on Saturday night.

10. Can my pet come with me?

 

Unfortunately, there is a “no pets” rule at Sylvia Beach. However, there is a resident cat that lives on the premises.  
 
11. What if I prefer to spend the afternoon writing or walking on the beach. Are sessions mandatory?

 

Session are here for you to choose to participate in or not, depending on what works best for you. 

 
12.  How far is the Sylvia Beach Hotel from where I am?

 

 From Portland:  A 2 hour and 40 minute drive.

 From Seattle:  It’s about a 5 ½ hr. drive

 From Ashland:  It’s about a 4 hours and 50 minutes.

 

13. Can I get my money back if I change mind?

Since this is a small conference and we are focusing on an intimate experience, every registration counts; space is limited. This means that we cannot return the conference fee (although the hotel fee will be refunded if requested 48 hours in advance). If we are able to fill your spot with someone from the waiting list, we will refund your registration minus a $50 non-refundable fee. 
14. Is Poets on the Coast meant for beginning writers or advanced?
 

Poets on the Coast welcomes all levels of women writers, from beginning writers to those who have published books.  Our sessions are designed so writers of every level will find something of value to take away.

 
15.  Should I bring my laptop and is there wi-fi?

If you are someone who writes better on a laptop or feel you will get more accomplished by having your computer with you than feel free to bring it.  However, if you’re someone who tends to write only in a journal and likes pen and paper, that’s fine too.

One of the reasons we chose the Sylvia Beach Hotel is that it doesn’t offer wi-fi.  Our hope for this weekend is that we can help clear your mind of what needs of the daily clutter & help you return into your life with a retreat mind.  

If for some reason, you do find you need wi-fi, you can go to the local library and there are various “hot-spots” throughout the town.   We’ve found, we appreciate the occasion not to have to answer email or be connected for a few days.

16. What makes this retreat different from others that I’ve attended?

 

Our goal is to encourage and support you as writers. We focus on personal attention, small groups, creating new work, revision, individual goals and publication.  We are only allowing a limited number of women to participate so we can give each writer personal attention and our time.

17.  Where can I learn more information about Susan Rich and Kelli Russell Agodon?

Susan and Kelli both keep a blog and have websites.  

Susan Rich’s blog is The Alchemist’s Kitchen at: www.thealchemistskitchen.blogspot.com 

and her homepage is:  www.susanrich.net
Kelli Agodon’s blog is Book of Kells at: www.ofkells.blogspot.com 
and her homepage is: www.agodon.com
Susan recently published The Alchemist’s Kitchen this year and Kelli’s new collection is Letters from the Emily Dickinson Room, which was inspired by the Sylvia Beach Hotel.  


Both Susan and Kelli are active in the literary community as teachers and editors, as well as being writers and poets themselves.  
18.  What if I have a question that wasn’t answered here?

Please email us at poetsonthecoast@yahoo.com and we will do our best to answer your question.

19.  What should I bring on my retreat?

We suggest comfy clothes, a journal, notebook, and pens (or your laptop if you prefer), and anything else you might need to stay enjoyable and comfortable for you.  

Think about the things you have around you when you write and bring a few of those items.  Some may like a few favorite books to draw ideas from, while others may prefer some chocolates, or someone else may want to have their yoga mat handy.  This weekend is all about what you need as a writer, bring whatever you think will enhance your experience here as well as bringing your imagination, an open mind, a sense of adventure, and space for your own writing life.  
Thank you for your interest in Poets on the Coast!

We look forward to working with you.
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Poets on the Coast 

with Kelli Russell Agodon and Susan Rich

A Writing Retreat for Women:  September 7-9, 2012

Sylvia Beach Hotel, Newport, OR

Conference Registration and Fee Schedule

We are so excited that you will be joining us!

For your convenience, you may pay via PayPal or check. We must receive payment in order to hold your place.

NOTE: Fees are nonrefundable but if you become unable to attend the conference AND we have a wait-listed person who can fill your space, we will refund your money minus a $50 processing fee.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City__________________________________ State ____ Zip _______

Home phone __________________ Cellphone _____________________

Email ________________________________________________________

Emergency Name & Phone # _________________________________________________________

Please tell us what session you are most interested in (new work, fostering creativity, publishing, writing exercises, critique workshop, one-on-one):

____________________________________________________________________________

Please find enclosed check for: 

( $273 (by Feb. 14, 2012; includes a gift subscription to Crab Creek Review)  

( $299  (by April 15, 2012; includes one issue of Crab Creek Review)

( $319 (by May 31, 2012; includes one issue of Crab Creek Review)

( $349 (by July 30, 2012)

Please make check out to Kelli Agodon and mail to: 

Poets on the Coast

c/o Kelli Russell Agodon 

PO Box 1524, 

Kingston, WA  98346

Or pay by PayPal at http://www.agodon.com/poets_on_the_coast
Note: If you’re interested in staying at the Sylvia Beach Hotel Friday & Saturday night during the retreat (&/or for additional nights), please call Charlotte at 1-888-795-8422 to book your room.
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